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“SO I’LL CHERISH THE OLD RUGGED CROSS” 
 

  Now counted as Public Domain, the long-adored 

spiritual song “The Old Rugged Cross” was written in 

1912 by George Bennard. Though the words of that 

song were not inspired by the Holy Spirit, their 

message is thought-provoking, and as we sing those 

words from our heart to the Lord (Colossians 3:16), it 

stirs our souls. 

  It is the opening statement in the song’s chorus 

that we want to highlight now: “So I’ll cherish the old 

rugged cross . . .” Which cross is that? Why is it old 

and rugged? What is there about it that I should 

cherish? Why is it still worth remembering today? 

  Which cross is it that is so cherishable? On 

multiple occasions, Jesus foretold that He would be 

killed. Not only that, He even predicted the manner in 

which He would be put to death, saying in detail, “. . . 

and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief 

priests and to the scribes, and they will condemn Him 

to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and 

to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will 

rise again” (Matthew 20:18,19). In every aspect, all of 

those things occurred in the precise manner that Jesus 

said they would. That should not surprise us! 

  When Jesus said He would be crucified, that was 

an indication that His body would be put on and nailed 

to a wooden cross. That was the Roman Empire’s 

cruel manner of capital punishment. In John 19, we 

read several references to Jesus’ cross. Aided by 

Simon of Cyrene (Luke 23:26), He bore His cross, and 

He arrived along with the cross at a place known as 

Golgotha (John 19:17). There they crucified Him 

(19:18). Pilate, the Roman governor, wrote this title on 

the cross: “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 

THE JEWS” (19:19). As God’s Son was hanging 

there, lifted above the earth (John 3:14; 12:31,32), 

some women, including Jesus’ mother, “stood by the 

cross” (19:25). In the end, after Jesus breathed His last 

breath, His body was taken down from the cross and 

taken to be buried by Joseph of Arimathea (19:30,38). 

  Mr. Bennard called the cross of our Lord “old” 

and “rugged.” Was his description accurate? Jesus 

died in about A.D. 30, which was about 1900 years 

before this hymn was written and nearly 2000 years 

before we sing it today. Jesus’ cross and His blood 

were part of God’s eternal plan, in His mind before the 

creation (1 Peter 1:18-20), but to man’s way of 

thinking, Jesus died long ago, meaning that from our 

vantage point the cross is old. Remember this: “old” 

does not mean outdated, and the passing of time does 

not diminish the power of the cross! 

  What was “rugged” about the cross on which our 

Savior was crucified? At times the Bible refers to 

Jesus’ cross simply as a tree. It is written about Jesus, 

“who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 

tree . . .” (1 Peter 2:24). That same apostle earlier 

preached to unbelieving Jews, saying, “The God of 

our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by 

hanging on a tree” (Acts 5:30). Such simple language, 

yet what a powerful image it brings to our mind’s eye: 

the body of the sinless Lamb of God nailed to a tree, a 

wooden cross. “Rugged” is defined as that which is 

sturdy or durable, but we also think of rugged as that 
which is severe, harsh, or hard [www.yourdictionary.com]. 

The wood of Jesus’ cross was sturdy, and the 

punishment received there was severe and harsh. 

 Why should you and I cherish the old, rugged 

cross? We ought to cherish it because there the greatest 

love was demonstrated: God’s Son died for those called 

ungodly, sinners, and enemies (Romans 5:6-10).  

 We should cherish Jesus’ cross because there He 

paid the price for our redemption, giving Himself “a 

ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:6). 

 We need to cherish the cross because the message 

of the cross is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18). 

 We ought to cherish the cross because Jesus used 

His blood to purchase His church (Acts 20:28), the body 

of which He is the Savior (Ephesians 5:23). 

 We should cherish the cross because it gives hope to 

the hopeless, allowing us to look to the eternal glory of 

heaven as our eternal dwelling place. What a cross! 

 Let us appreciate the cross of Calvary and be 

committed to telling others of its amazing value. May 

we soberly reflect each day on the meaning of the cross 

for our life. Yes, let us cherish that old rugged cross, 

even if mockers reject it, even if the world feels 

comfortable in darkness and refuses to repent, and even 

if God’s church is in the minority.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 31 
 

 Here are more enlightening words for the Israelites 

before they crossed over Jordan into Canaan.   

 Without Moses, Israel would be fine (31:1-3) – 

Though Moses would not join the Israelites when they 

entered Canaan, God and Joshua would lead the 

charge. In that case, Israel would be in good hands.  

 Be strong and of good courage – That was the 

Lord’s charge through Moses. It first was a command 

to all Israel (31:6), then it was made directly to 

Joshua as well (31:7,23). God’s people, especially its 

leaders, must be courageous.  

 God’s promise not to forsake Israel or Joshua 

(31:6,8) – The comforting message for the Israelites 

was, “He will not leave you nor forsake you.” When 

we read what is said later in the same discourse, we 

see that this promise was conditional. Jehovah 

foretold the action of Israel and Himself: “. . . they 

will forsake Me and break My covenant . . . and I will 

forsake them” (31:16,17). What sobering words! 

 Reading of the law every seven years (31:9-13) – 

The law of God was to be read publicly – “before all 

Israel” (31:11). Some specific instructions about the 

reading: (1) Who was to read it – the Levites (31:9-

11); (2) When it was to be read – at the end of every 

seven years, at the Feast of Tabernacles (31:10); (3) 

Where it was to be read – in the place which God 

would choose (31:11); eventually, that would be 

Jerusalem (1 Kings 11:32,36). 

 Israel’s tragic harlotry (31:16) – Imagine how sad 

it would be for a husband to learn that his bride is not 

remaining faithful to him. That is exactly what God 

said would take place with the Israelites. They would 

be guilty of forsaking Him and breaking His covenant. 

Such action would have a devastating consequence: 

the Lord would forsake and devour them (31:17). 

 A song to teach and remind Israel (31:19-22) – 

God told Moses to “write down this song” (31:19), 

and do you know what? “Therefore Moses wrote this 

song the same day, and taught it to the children of 

Israel” (31:22). This song was to be a witness against 

Israel, as it would remind them that departing from the 

Lord would doom them. Jehovah told Moses to take 

this song and “put it in their mouths” (31:19). God 

wanted Israel to think and talk about His instructions. 

Is that not still His will for His people today? 

 Moses wrote the words of God’s law in a book  

(31:24) – Moses may have had only a little time 

remaining on the earth, but he stayed busy doing the 

Lord’s work. What a great lesson for us! The Levites 

took the book of the law and placed it beside the ark 

of the covenant (31:24-26). God’s instructions were 

precious, and He wanted Israel to treat them that way. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 32 
 

 The main theme of this chapter is the song of 

Moses, the words of which he “spoke in the hearing of 

all the assembly of Israel” (31:30). 

 God as Israel’s Rock – Jehovah was the Rock of 

Israel’s salvation (32:15). Moses described Him like 

this: “He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His 

ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; 

righteous and upright is He” (32:4). What an 

awesome God He was and still is! 

 Israel’s corruption (32:5) – The people corrupted 

themselves, acting as a “perverse and crooked 

generation” (32:5). When people corrupt themselves, 

they have no right to point an accusing finger at others. 

 God as Israel’s Father (32:6) – Like earthly fathers 

expect of their children, God deserved to be respected 

by the Israelites (Malachi 1:6). Instead, this accusation 

against Israel was true: “. . . you are unmindful, and 

have forgotten the God who fathered you” (32:18). 

 Israel’s place before the Lord – “For the LORD’s 

portion is His people” (32:9). They were “the apple of 

His eye” (32:10). Yet, despite her elevated and blessed 

status, what did Jeshurun (Israel) do? The people 

became fat and kicked against God, forsook Him, and 

scorned Him as their Rock (32:15). The Israelites 

foolishly turned to idols, serving foreign gods and 

sacrificing to demons, all of which was an 

abomination to the Lord (32:16-21). Oh, yes, 

punishment would come from Him (32:22-26). 

 Israel: a nation void of counsel and understanding 

(32:28) – How sad that such was an accurate 

description of what Israel would be. There was no 

excuse! They had the law of God and were blessed to 

have God’s Spirit-guided prophets, but they refused to 

hearken to His word. At times, by choice they were 

uninterested and ignorant. Such is a path of certain 

spiritual doom.  

 Proper application of what God told Israel via 

Moses – “Set your hearts on all the words which I 

testify among you . . .” (32:46). God wants His word 

to be in our hearts (Colossians 3:16). He also wanted 

Israel to “be careful to observe” all that He 

commanded (32:46). God’s desire for Israel in this 

regard was “not a futile thing,” but it was Israel’s life 

(32:47). 

 Moses would see Canaan, but not enter it (32:48-

52) – From Mount Nebo, located east of the Jordan 

River, Moses would be allowed to see the land which 

God had promised. God spoke clearly: when Moses 

transgressed in the wilderness, he failed to hallow 

Jehovah before Israel. A great reminder for each one 

of us, the result was devastating for Moses personally.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



CONSTANT COMPLAINERS
 

 When a person complains, he is expressing 

dissatisfaction with something or someone. It can 

involve finding fault with an action taken (or a failure 

to act). There are instances when it is appropriate for a 

person to make a complaint if it is done in the proper 

manner. For example, if I am verbally abused and 

treated inhumanely by a law enforcement officer, I 

would have every right to express my dissatisfaction/ 

complaint to that person’s superiors.  

 On the other hand, it is possible for one to fall into 

the trap of being a person who seems to complain 

about everything and everybody. His outlook becomes 

pessimistic, nothing is ever good enough, he is never 

satisfied, and he appears to be unhappy about 

something all the time. And, he is not afraid to voice 

his dissatisfaction to anyone who will give him a 

listening ear. Such people are constant complainers.    

 Call it what you will. Griping, bellyaching, 

grumbling, murmuring, or complaining: we know it 

when we see and hear it. Again, there is such a thing 

as raising a legitimate concern/complaint. That is far 

different from being a person who seems to be 

consumed with ceaseless complaining about 

practically every aspect of life. 

 Moses had to deal with complainers in Israel. Not 

long after the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, they 

began complaining against Moses because they found 

no water (Exodus 15:24). When the water issue was 

resolved, the whole congregation complained about 

being hungry (Exodus 16:2,3). Again, in a different 

location when they feared that they would not have 

any water, they complained against Moses (Exodus 

17:3). Moses learned in a hurry that when you are a 
leader, you sometimes have to deal with complainers.  

 After Israel left Mount Sinai, the complaining 

returned and the Lord sent a fire which consumed 

some of the people (Numbers 11:1). After the twelve 

spies returned and gave their feedback about the land 

of Canaan, then “all the children of Israel complained 

against Moses and Aaron” (Numbers 14:2). As a 

result, the ten faithless spies were killed in a plague 

and Jehovah pronounced that the Israelites would be 

forced to wander in the wilderness for a total of forty 
years (Numbers 14:33-37). 

 When Korah stirred up a group of rebels to 

complain against Moses, Aaron, and God, it was on 

that occasion that the earth opened up, swallowed, and 

consumed two hundred and fifty men (Numbers 

16:3,11,31-35). Amazingly, the next day the whole 

congregation was back at it, complaining against 

Aaron and Moses, and again the consequences were 

deadly: over fourteen thousand Israelites lost their 

lives in a plague (16:41,49). The Spirit guided Paul to 

write about the Israelites’ rebellion in the wilderness, 

reminding all Christians about Israel’s constant 

complaining: “And do not . . . complain as some of 

them also complained and were destroyed by the 

destroyer” (1 Corinthians 10:7,10). Remember, it was 

right after that that Paul stated, “Now all these things 

happened to them as examples, and they were written 

for our admonition . . .” (10:11). In a nutshell, when 

God’s children complained in the wilderness, to say 

the least, it did not turn out well for them. 

 Like Moses, Jesus also had to deal with 

complainers. Some Pharisees and scribes complained 

about Him, saying, “This man receives sinners and 

eats with them” (Luke 15:2). Others did not like how 

He demonstrated His authority to forgive sins (Mark 

2:5-10). Jesus refused to allow complaints and 

criticism to distract Him from carrying out His 
mission. We need to learn from Jesus’ persistence! 

 God’s message for Christians is, “Do all things 

without complaining and disputing” (Philippians 

2:14). Despite that, some members of the church are 

well-skilled in complaining. About what do some 

modern-day Christians complain? About some aspect 

of the church building, the teachers, the preaching, the 

deacons, the elders, the singing, the praying, the 

bulletin, the time of services, the noisy kids, the slow-

moving elderly members, and on and on the list could 

go. Sometimes we want to say to Brother Constant 

Complainer, “Listen to yourself, brother! All you do is 
gripe! You sound like a little kid, did you know that?”  

 Perhaps it would profit me to ask myself some 

questions. When I talk, are my words almost always 

negative and pessimistic? Am I known among the 

saints as being a constant complainer? When is the 

last time that I complimented someone on the way 

they did something? When is the last time that I said 

something positive and encouraging to my spouse? 

When is the last time that I said something upbeat 

about the congregation of which I am a member? 

When is the last time that my communication with the 

leaders of the congregation was positive and included 

encouraging words for them? When is the last time 
that I bit my tongue and refrained from complaining? 

 Satan destroys some local churches with false 

teaching or immorality. In others, he tries constant 

complaining. Brethren, if we have legitimate 

concerns, let us express them with meekness. But, let 

us not be a bunch of constant gripers. It simply is not 

healthy to do so. It is not healthy for us, not healthy 

for our family, and not healthy for the church.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Peter 5:1-4 – INSTRUCTION AND EXHORTATION FOR ELDERS 

 The Bible is God’s revelation to all mankind. 

Within the Bible’s message, though, there are some 

instructions which are given to specific groups of 

people. The opening verses of the final division of the 

book of 1 Peter is such a passage, as it gives 

instruction and exhortation for church elders (5:1-4): 

(1) The elders who are among you I exhort, I who 

am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 

Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be 

revealed. (2) Shepherd the flock of God which is 

among you, serving as overseers, not by 

compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; (3) nor as being lords over those entrusted 

to you, but being examples to the flock; (4) and 

when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

 What do we learn from this text about those who 

serve as elders in God’s church?  

 Elders – men in need of exhortation (5:1). When 

we think about which members of God’s family need 

to be admonished, encouraged, or supported, let us not 

forget about the elders. Yes, they are our leaders, and 

we would expect leaders to be strong. Yet, they are 

humans, too, and like all of us, from time to time they 

need to be on the receiving end of our exhortation.  

 Elders – shepherds of God’s flock (5:2). “The 

flock of God” refers to the church. The Lord 

purchased the church/flock with His own blood (Acts 

20:28), so it belongs to Him, not the elders. However, 

in the affairs of the church, the elders do play an 

extremely significant role: they are its shepherds. 

Shepherds are those who watch after, care for, provide 

for, and protect the flock. The verb “shepherd/ 

tend/feed” (5:2) is from the Greek word “        / 

poimain ” [Thayer word no. 4165], while the noun 

form of “shepherd” is the word “      /poim n” 

[Thayer word no. 4166]. That noun is the same Greek 

word that is translated as “pastors” in Ephesians 4:11. 

Because the elders serve as shepherds, they are 

pastors. In New Testament lingo, the pastors of a 

church are its elders, not preachers. 

 Elders – overseers (5:2). These men are not 

passive. They serve as overseers, a verb form from the 

Greek word “         /episkope ” [Thayer word no. 

1983], which goes with the noun form “         / 

episkopos” [Thayer word no. 1985]. An “episkopos” 

is a bishop/overseer, meaning those who see to it that 

the right things are done by the right people in the 

right way. Serving as an elder is serious business! In 

God’s arrangement, shepherding and overseeing 

God’s flock is not a one-person activity, but involves 

a plurality of men, called “the eldership” (1 Timothy 

4:14). The message of 1 Peter 5:1,2 makes it clear that 

that elders, shepherds/pastors, and overseers/bishops 

are the same men.  

 Elders – willing servers (5:2). Rather than giving 

in to pressure from other saints to serve as spiritual 

shepherds, these brothers take on this role “willingly” 

and “eagerly.” “If a man desires the position of a 

bishop, he desires a good work” (1 Timothy 3:1). If 

the desire and willingness to work in this capacity is 

missing, then one is not ready to serve as an elder.  

 Elders – not lords (5:3). Yes, the eldership 

watches for the souls under their care and the 

members are to be submissive to their shepherds 

(Hebrews 13:17), but elders are not to look at 

themselves as dictators who have the right to boss 

people around. Domineering brothers who attempt to 

“rule with an iron fist” are terribly mistaken in their 

attitude and approach to shepherding.  

 Elders – examples to the flock (5:3). These are 

men of good behavior, blameless, self-controlled, and 

holy (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:7). They lead not only by 

the delegated authority which they receive from the 

Lord, but also by their Christ-like example. They are 

to conduct themselves in such a way that their speech, 

attitude, and conduct serve as a good model for other 

Christians to imitate. Godly examples are powerful! 

 Elders – under the Chief Shepherd (5:4). The 

Chief Shepherd is Jesus, also known as “that great 

Shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20). Here is the 

reminder for all brothers who serve as elders: yes, the 

elders are over God’s flock, but at the same time they 

are under the authority of King Jesus. Though some 

overseers may be more active and assertive than 

others, no mere human should be designated as a 

congregations top/head pastor.  

 Elders – they will be rewarded (5:4). If elders 

serve their Lord faithfully, He will reward them with 

“the crown of glory that does not fade away.” If they 

feel that their efforts are feeble and often go 

unappreciated by other saints, let the shepherds among 

us take heart in knowing that the Lord is not 

unmindful of their labor of love (Hebrews 6:10). In 

the darkest hours, do not lose heart, my brothers. Be 

encouraged in knowing that God sees your toil, that 

He hears your prayers, and that brothers and sisters 

appreciate your efforts to help them get to heaven.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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